
                

 
 

 
Contributing  
Chambers of Commerce 
 
Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti Regional Chamber of 
Commerce 
Allegheny Conference 
Battle Creek Area Chamber of Commerce 
Buffalo Niagara Partnership 
Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce 
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce 
Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce 
Detroit Regional Chamber 
Duluth Chamber of Commerce 
Erie Regional Chamber and Growth Partnership 
Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Akron Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Cleveland Partnership 
Greater Des Moines Partnership 
Greater Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Louisville Inc. – The Metro Chamber 
of Commerce 
Greater Niagara Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce 
Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Lancaster Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of 
Commerce 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce 
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance 
Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber 
Alliance 
Plattsburgh North Country Chamber of 
Commerce 
Quad Cities Chamber 
Rockford Chamber of Commerce 
Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce 
Youngstown/Warren Regional  
Chamber of Commerce 
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Septemberȱ16,ȱ2013ȱȱ
ȱ
TheȱHonorableȱBillȱShusterȱ ȱ ȱ TheȱHonorableȱNickȱRahallȱ
Chairmanȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ RankingȱMemberȱ
U.S.ȱHouseȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ U.S.ȱHouseȱ
CommitteeȱonȱTransportationȱ&ȱ ȱ ȱ CommitteeȱonȱTransportationȱ&ȱȱ
Infrastructureȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Infrastructureȱ
Washington,ȱDCȱ20515ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Washington,ȱDCȱ20515ȱ
ȱ
TheȱHonorableȱBobȱGibbsȱ ȱ ȱ TheȱHonorableȱTimothyȱH.ȱBishopȱ
Chairmanȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ RankingȱMemberȱ
WaterȱResourcesȱandȱEnvironmentȱ ȱ WaterȱResourcesȱandȱEnvironmentȱ
Subcommitteeȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Subcommitteeȱ
U.S.ȱHouseȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ U.S.ȱHouseȱ
CommitteeȱonȱTransportationȱ ȱ ȱ CommitteeȱonȱTransportationȱ
andȱInfrastructureȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ andȱInfrastructureȱ
Washington,ȱDCȱ20515ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Washington,ȱDCȱ20515ȱ
ȱ
DearȱChairmanȱShusterȱandȱRankingȱMemberȱRahallȱandȱChairmanȱGibbsȱandȱRankingȱ
MemberȱBishop:ȱ
ȱ
Waterborneȱcommerceȱisȱanȱessentialȱfoundationȱblockȱofȱourȱnationalȱeconomy.ȱȱItȱ
efficientlyȱmovesȱtheȱcommoditiesȱthatȱserveȱasȱtheȱbasisȱofȱourȱgoodsȱproducingȱsectorsȱ
andȱisȱfundamentalȱtoȱtheȱsmoothȱoperationȱofȱregionalȱandȱnationalȱsupplyȱchains.ȱȱȱ
NowhereȱisȱwaterȱtransportȱmoreȱimportantȱthanȱinȱtheȱMidwestȱandȱtheȱGreatȱLakes,ȱ
whichȱdependȱonȱthreeȱgreatȱsystemsȱ–ȱtheȱupperȱMississippiȱRiver,ȱtheȱOhioȱRiver,ȱandȱ
theȱGreatȱLakes.ȱȱTheseȱgreatȱwaterwayȱsystemsȱpropelȱtheȱmerchandiseȱexportsȱofȱtheȱ
GreatȱLakesȱtradingȱarea,ȱwhichȱaccountȱforȱ30%ȱofȱourȱnation’sȱtotal.ȱ
ȱ
Forȱtooȱlong,ȱinvestmentsȱinȱinfrastructureȱhaveȱgoneȱbegging.ȱȱItȱhasȱbeenȱsixȱyearsȱsinceȱ
theȱlastȱWaterȱResourcesȱDevelopmentȱActȱ(WRDA)ȱreauthorization.ȱȱWeȱcomplimentȱyouȱ
forȱyourȱbipartisanȱleadershipȱinȱcraftingȱaȱstrong,ȱvisionary,ȱandȱfiscallyȱresponsibleȱWaterȱ
ResourcesȱandȱReformȱDevelopmentȱActȱ(WRRDA)ȱ–ȱHRȱ3080.ȱȱWeȱurgeȱitsȱpromptȱ
considerationȱandȱpassageȱȬȱjustȱasȱweȱdidȱwithȱtheȱSenate’sȱWRDAȱbillȱȬȱȱandȱweȱurgeȱ
bothȱhousesȱofȱCongressȱtoȱworkȱtogetherȱtoȱdeliverȱaȱfinalȱbillȱforȱtheȱPresident’sȱsignatureȱ
byȱyearȬend.ȱ
ȱ
TheȱHouseȱWRRDAȱbillȱwillȱupdateȱandȱmodernizeȱtheȱmaintenance,ȱrepairȱandȱ
constructionȱofȱcriticalȱwaterwayȱsystemȱfacilitiesȱinȱanȱenvironmentallyȱandȱfiscallyȱ
responsibleȱmanner.ȱȱItȱwillȱprovideȱrecognitionȱofȱtheȱGreatȱLakesȱNavigationȱSystemȱasȱȱ
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GLMCCȱLetterȱtoȱ

U.S.ȱHouseȱȱ
CommitteeȱonȱTransportationȱandȱInfrastructureȱ

RegardingȱH.R.ȱ3080ȱ
ȱ
theȱsingleȱsystemȱthatȱitȱactuallyȱis.ȱȱItȱwillȱprovideȱcriticalȱresourcesȱforȱtheȱrepairȱofȱolderȱfacilitiesȱandȱtheȱconstructionȱ
ofȱnewȱfacilitiesȱessentialȱtoȱourȱnation’sȱcompetitiveȱpositionȱinȱtheȱworldȱeconomy.ȱȱTooȱmanyȱlocksȱandȱdamsȱonȱourȱ
riverȱsystemsȱareȱinȱdireȱneedȱofȱrepairȱandȱreȬfit,ȱandȱtooȱmanyȱharborsȱandȱchannelsȱinȱtheȱGreatȱLakesȱareȱinȱneedȱofȱ
significantȱdredging.ȱȱOurȱnation’sȱwaterways,ȱasȱvitalȱpathwaysȱforȱcommerce,ȱrequireȱthoughtful,ȱvisionaryȱandȱboldȱ
action.ȱ
ȱ
Sincerely,ȱ
ȱ

ȱ
JosephȱD.ȱRomanȱ
CoȬChair,ȱGreatȱLakesȱMetroȱChambersȱCoalitionȱ
PresidentȱandȱCEOȱ
GreaterȱClevelandȱPartnershipȱ
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ȱ
EdȱWolking,ȱJr.ȱ
CoalitionȱDirectorȱ
ȱ


